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 Key publications provide significant annual coverage of individual issues:

Research

Spotlights children’s needs statewide
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Policy

The Pro-Kid Agenda -- A guide to the top policy priorities



Advocacy

Giving kids punch -- The Children’s Movement of California

Over 1,000 organizations have joined the Movement already, 

including:
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Top priorities for kids in Medi-Cal

1. Increased opportunities to analyze & address children’s 

unique needs 

2. Home visiting

3. Developmental & behavioral screenings 

4. Vaccinations

5. Coverage for former foster youth

6. Implementing behavioral health treatment for children with 

autism spectrum disorders
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Over half of California’s kids are enrolled in Medi-Cal

10



Opportunities to analyze & address kids’ needs

+ Medi-Cal Children’s Health Advisory Panel 

+ DATA! Need more child-specific data, for example a pediatric version of 

the Medi-Cal managed care dashboard 

+ Transfer between Medi-Cal & Covered California

+ Unique access and reimbursement rate impacts
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Voluntary home visiting



Developmental & behavioral screenings

+ Pediatricians recommend that infants and toddlers receive a developmental & behavioral 

screening at least 3 times before a child’s 3rd birthday                  (Bright Futures 

guidelines)

+ Developmental & behavioral screenings are a proven way to identify children in need and 

connect them with early intervention services

+ Only 29% of California’s infants/toddlers receive recommended screenings, including only 

10% of Black, non-Hispanic infants/toddlers (2011-12)

+ Need Medi-Cal-specific data on developmental & behavioral screenings

+ Need better linkages between the health care system and early intervention, education, 

child care, child welfare, social services sectors at the local level

10



Vaccinations
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+ Recent California-based outbreaks of whooping cough and measles have 

heightened the public health risks of infectious disease and the consequences of 

lowered herd immunity – an issue complicated by personal belief exemptions

+ Medi-Cal and the Child Health and Disability Prevention (CHDP) Program are key 

sites and sources of vaccination delivery

+ DHCS identified improvements in 2-year-old immunization rates as a priority in their 

draft 2014 Quality Strategy report, based on HEDIS scores. 

+ Supports and incentives will need to be aligned for providers and plans throughout 

the layers of contracting to improve and sustain immunization rates in practices



Enrolling former foster youth in Medi-Cal
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+ Covered til 26 outreach campaign 

to enroll former foster youth in 

Medi-Cal

+ Former foster youth must enroll at 

county offices because CalHEERS

does not yet correctly assign them 

to Medi-Cal



Implementing behavioral health treatment coverage for 
children in Medi-Cal
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+ Behavioral Health Treatment for children with autism spectrum disorder added as a 

covered benefit; State Plan Amendment submitted September 30, 2014

+ Major outstanding questions –

+ Will rates be sufficient?

+ Will Comprehensive Diagnostic Evaluation (CDE) will be required before any 

services are covered, even for kids younger than 3 years?



Resources
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Kelly Hardy – Senior Managing Director, Health

khardy@childrennow.org

Children Now

www.childrennow.org

Covered til 26 

www.coveredtil26.org

Medi-Cal Children’s Health Advisory Panel

www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/Pages/Medi-

Cal_Childrens_Health_Advisory_Panel.aspx
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