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THE NEW GENERATION GAP





CHALLENGE OF INEQUALITY

Source: Economic Policy Institute



Source: US Census
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Source: US Census
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Source: US Census
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Source: IPUMS
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Source: US Census
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Source: IPUMS
Note: $2010 used given it is the midpoint between 2008‐2012 
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Median Household Income by Age of Household, Fresno Metro, 1979‐2012

NOT YOUR FATHER’S PROBLEM…



INCOME & ECONOMIC INEQUALITY

Source: California Budget and Policy Center
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ECONOMIC INEQUALITY

California productivity growth greater than nation

California compensation 
growth lower than nation
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PERSISTENT RACIAL GAPS 



PERSISTENT RACIAL GAPS 

Share of workers earning at least 
$15 an hour by race/ethnicity, 
California, 1980‐2012 
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People of color face higher housing burdens (Bay Area)
Connectedness

Renter Housing Burden by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2008-2012

Source: IPUMS. Universe includes owner-occupied households 
(excludes group quarters).

Source: IPUMS. Universe includes renter-occupied households with 
cash rent (excludes group quarters).

Homeowner Housing Burden by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2008-2012
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Percent homeowners of color who are 
burdened by housing costs:

46%



As wages are going down, rents are going up…

Source: California Housing Partnership Corporation. May 2014. How Los Angeles County’s Housing 
Market is Failing to Meet the Needs of Low-Income Families. 
http://www.chpc.net/dnld/Housing_Need_LA_Final_060414.pdf

HOUSING BLUES – TAKE LOS ANGELES



…and so L.A. County has the largest 
shortfall of affordable homes in 
California—made worse by state and 
federal disinvestment in housing.

Source: California Housing Partnership Corporation. May 2014. How Los Angeles County’s Housing 
Market is Failing to Meet the Needs of Low-Income Families. 
http://www.chpc.net/dnld/Housing_Need_LA_Final_060414.pdf

HOUSING BLUES – TAKE LOS ANGELES



LOOKING FORWARD

 Limits of supply and demand as a 
lens for solving housing 
affordability

 There is a trend of moving back to 
central cities and denser living –
but could lead to gentrification 
and displacement

 While public policy is our tool, 
vulnerable communities have 
unequal power to influence 
projects in the market place and 
policies in political landscape



FOR MORE . . .

@PERE_USC , @CSII_USC 


