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Navigating the California 
State Budget Process

Each year the Governor and Legislature work to craft the state’s spending 
plan. While the January-to-June period gets the most attention, 
budget decisions happen throughout the year, giving Californians ample 
opportunity to advocate for their priorities year-round.

calbudgetcenter.org

California Budget
& Policy Center

Summer to Fall:
State departments 
develop budget proposals 
for the next fiscal year 
and submit them to the 
Department of Finance (DOF) 
for review. The Governor 
    makes final decisions and the 
        DOF prepares the proposed 
          budget for release by
            January 10.

Summer to Fall:
 Legislature typically  
   amends the Budget Act 
      and adds bills to the 
        budget package as 
          adopted in June. 
           Legislative leaders 
             develop their budget 
              priorities for the 
               coming fiscal year.

January to mid-May:
Administration officials testify
on the proposed budget 
at legislative hearings and develop 
the May Revision.

January to mid-May:
Assembly and Senate review the Governor's proposed budget 
and begin to craft their versions of the spending plan.

                                   

                        
                       Mid-May to late June:
                   Administration officials 
                 testify at May Revision 
             hearings. Governor and 
           legislative leaders meet to 
        address outstanding issues 
       and develop a compromise 
     spending plan. Governor 
    signs the Budget Act and 
   other bills in the budget 
   package, possibly with 
   line-item vetoes.

                Mid-May 
              to late June:
            Assembly and Senate 
           review May Revision 
          and finalize a joint 
         legislative budget 
       plan. Legislative 
      leaders and governor 
      meet to address 
     outstanding issues 
    and develop 
    a compromise 
     spending plan. 

July 1: 
Start of the fiscal year       

By January 10:
Governor releases proposed 
budget for next fiscal 
year, which begins on July 1       

By May 14:
Governor 
releases 
revised budget 
proposal 
(”May Revision”)     

By June 15: Legislature 
must pass the Budget Act    

The LegislatureThe Governor The Public
Summer to Fall
 
As the governor’s proposed budget 
is being developed, the public can meet 
with administration officials to share 
their budget priorities. This is also a good 
time to build or renew relationships with 
key legislative staff.

             January to mid-May

After the release of the Governor’s proposed budget, members of the public can submit letters 
of support/opposition to budget committees, comment at hearings, and meet with key staff in 
the Legislature and administration to share budget priorities and discuss areas of concern.

             Mid-May to late June

The public can comment at May Revision hearings 
as well as meet with key staff to help inform and 
shape the emerging budget package.


