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SSI/SSP Assists Low-Income Seniors and People With Disabilities
in Every California House District, but Could Face Federal Cuts

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) provides federally funded cash assistance to help low-income seniors and people
with disabilities pay for housing, food, and other necessities. The maximum monthly SSI grant for most recipients in
California is currently $750 per month — about 74% of the federal poverty line for an individual. Also, California funds
a State Supplementary Payment (SSP), which provides up to an additional $160.72 per month for most recipients. Yet,
the combined maximum SSI/SSP grant for an individual — $910.72 per month - is still equal to only 90% of the poverty
line. SSI/SSP funding is expected to total $9.6 billion in the current fiscal year (2017-18), with the federal government
providing $7.1 billion and the state, $2.5 billion. SSI/SSP recipients live in all 53 of California’s congressional districts.
For example, in the 23rd District, represented by House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Bakersfield), nearly 27,000
residents rely on SSI/SSP to help make ends meet. In the 12th District, represented by House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi (D-San Francisco), more than 38,000 residents are enrolled in SSI/SSP. Republican proposals to scale back
federal support for the safety net could include reductions to SSI. Any such cuts would be a further blow to SSI/SSP

recipients who already struggle with California’s high cost of living.

Funding for SSI/SSP Grants Is Estimated to Total $9.6 Billion in 2017-18

SSI/SSP Recipients (December 2016)* Rank Estimated
Ages Age Recipients’ (Highest SSI/SSP
Under 18 to 65 or Share of to Lowest Payments,
District Representative Party Age 18 64 Older Total Population Percentage) 2017-18**
_----____
1 LaMalfa, Doug R 2,067 22,985 6,700 31,752 4.5% $232,860,000
2 Huffman, Jared D 1,059 12,328 5,068 18,455 2.6% 85 $136,250,000
3 Garamendi, John D 2,000 14,259 6,904 23,163 3.1% 31 $170,580,000
4 McClintock, Tom R 855 8,495 3,539 12,889 1.7% 47 $94,080,000
5 Thompson, Mike D 1,370 10,348 5,432 17,150 2.3% 37 $126,410,000
6 Matsui, Doris O. D 3,806 26,451 14,861 45,118 5.9% 2 $362,610,000
7 Bera, Ami D 1,844 12,103 9,231 23,178 3.1% 30 $184,940,000
8 Cook, Paul R 3,550 17,514 7,154 28,218 3.9% 14 $219,350,000
9 McNerney, Jerry D 2,989 15,661 9,297 27,947 3.7% 20 $218,270,000
10 Denham, Jeff R 2,769 14,126 8,910 25,805 3.5% 25 $196,270,000
11 DeSaulnier, Mark D 1,854 11,938 7,849 21,641 2.9% 34 $170,200,000
12 Pelosi, Nancy D 648 13,852 23,877 38,377 5.1% 6 $295,410,000
13 Lee, Barbara D 2,191 16,023 14,348 32,562 4.3% 12 $262,410,000
14 Speier, Jackie D 504 4,689 9,259 14,452 1.9% 43 $98,110,000
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* December 2016 is the most recent month for which data are available.
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6,255
3,430
5,924
19,570
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Estimated
SSI/SSP
Payments,
2017-18**

$116,090,000
$293,050,000
$108,770,000

$80,000,000
$194,700,000

$98,970,000
$181,530,000
$197,440,000
$207,510,000

$93,880,000
$181,900,000

$96,040,000
$215,100,000
$363,090,000
$246,440,000
$164,670,000
$209,110,000
$194,160,000

$80,630,000
$320,330,000
$161,520,000
$168,670,000
$287,140,000
$183,000,000
$113,710,000
$182,440,000
$182,670,000

$90,410,000
$203,630,000
$272,810,000

$71,280,000
$193,060,000
$258,560,000

$76,900,000

$59,170,000
$113,030,000
$264,860,000
$110,760,000
$148,260,000

** The statewide figure is a Department of Social Services estimate. District estimates are based on each district’s share of SSI/SSP payments in
December 2016. Figures are rounded to the nearest 10,000. District estimates do not sum to total due to rounding.
Source: Budget Center analysis of data from the Department of Social Services, US Census Bureau, and US Social Security Administration
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