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Supporting California’s Early Learners in Subsidized Child Care and Preschool
Ensuring that children receive a strong education is one of the keys to shared economic prosperity. Learning begins
even before birth, so it is imperative that all children get a solid start in early childhood in order to be prepared to learn
when they enter kindergarten. 1 Unfortunately, poverty has a powerful, negative impact on children in their early years,
and these disparities result in developmental gaps that can emerge very early and with lifelong consequences. 2
Ensuring that families have access to high-quality child development programs can mitigate the effects of poverty and
close gaps in learning and development. California’s child care and development system allows parents with low and
moderate incomes to find and maintain employment while providing care and education for their children. However,
largely due to inadequate state and federal funding, only a small fraction of families who are eligible for California’s
subsidized child care and development programs receive care.
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The California Budget & Policy Center was established in 1995 to provide Californians with a source of timely, objective,
and accessible expertise on state fiscal and economic policy issues. The Budget Center engages in independent fiscal
and policy analysis and public education with the goal of improving the economic and social well-being of low- and
middle-income Californians. Support for the Budget Center comes from foundation grants, subscriptions, and individual
contributions. Please visit the Budget Center’s website at www.calbudgetcenter.org.
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